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Tanglewood to Receive 2019 Community Impact Award 
 

WATERTOWN, MA – MassEcon, the state’s private sector partner in promoting business growth in Massachusetts, 
today announced that Tanglewood, the summer home of the Boston Symphony Orchestra in Lenox, Massachusetts, 
will receive its 2019 Community Impact Award.  Employing over 1,100 in a typical year, including full-, part-time, and 
seasonal staff, orchestra members and extra players, Tanglewood brings more than $100 million in economic activity 
to the Berkshires annually.  The $33 million Linde Center for Music and Learning, Tanglewood’s first year-round 
facility, opened in June of 2019.  
 
“On behalf of everyone at the Boston Symphony Orchestra, I will be honored to accept MassEcon’s 2019 Community 
Impact Award, recognizing Tanglewood’s cultural and economic contribution to the Berkshire region and 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts,” said Mark Volpe, the Eunice and Julian Cohen Boston Symphony Orchestra 
President and CEO. “ We hope that Tanglewood’s annual impact on the region’s economy will only increase, as we 
present the first-ever fall/winter/spring season programming to take place at the beautiful new Linde Center for Music 
and Learning, from October to June. We’re very excited that this new facet of Tanglewood might bring an additional 
boost of economic energy to the Berkshire community that has supported Tanglewood as the BSO’s summer home 
since 1937.”  
 
“Tanglewood is a treasured cultural asset in Massachusetts that delivers a tremendous economic impact in the 
Berkshires and Massachusetts,” stated Peter Abair, Executive Director of MassEcon. “With its latest investments in 
facilities and people and its on-going commitment to investing in the Berkshires, we will be pleased to honor 
Tanglewood with this special award.”  
 
“Tanglewood is unquestionably the single most important driver for the tourism industry in my district,” said State 
Representative Smitty Pignatelli of Lenox, who represents the 4th Berkshire District. “I can still remember watching 
traffic coming and going from Tanglewood during my summers as a child. Tanglewood has served as an economic 
engine of the Berkshires since that time. It is truly remarkable to see Tanglewood’s journey from then to now, where 
they have gained world recognition and established themselves on an international stage. There is truly no better 
organization more deserving of this honor, and the Fourth Berkshire District is so proud that Tanglewood calls us 
home.” 
 
Tanglewood will receive the Community Impact Award as part of the 16th Annual Team Massachusetts Economic 
Impact Awards Luncheon on November 26, 2019, at the Renaissance Boston Waterfront Hotel.  Citizens Bank is the 
event’s presenting sponsor.  The Community Impact Award is presented only occasionally by MassEcon, to honor 
employers for exceptional economic impact in their community and region over time.  Fifteen other employers will be 
honored as Team Massachusetts Economic Impact awardees as part of the annual ceremony, which recognizes three 
companies from five Massachusetts regions, selected by judges based on job growth, investment and community 
involvement since January of 2018.  
 
ABOUT TANGLEWOOD 
Tanglewood, located in the Berkshire Hills of Lenox and Stockbridge, MA, has been the summer home of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra since 1937. In addition to performances by the BSO and the annual popular artist series, Tanglewood also presents concerts 
by the Boston Pops, a chamber music and recital series in Ozawa Hall, and performances by the Fellows of the Tanglewood Music 
Center, the BSO’s acclaimed summer music academy established in 1940 by Tanglewood founder Serge Koussevitzky (BSO Music 
Director 1924-1949). Home to most of the Tanglewood Learning Institute’s programming, the Linde Center for Music and Learning, which 
opened to popular and critical acclaim in summer 2019, is also available for event and concert rental use.  Further details about the 
Tanglewood Learning Institute fall/winter/spring season can be found at www.tli.org. This past summer, the 2019 Tanglewood season 
drew a crowd of 344,140 people to the renowned music festival. Information about Tanglewood can be found at www.tanglewood.org.  
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ABOUT MASSECON 
Bringing the public and private sectors together, MassEcon, a statewide economic development non-profit, champions Massachusetts as 
the best place to start, grow, or locate a business. www.massecon.com. 
 
ABOUT TEAM MASSACHUSETTS 
Team Massachusetts is the informal name given to a consortium of state and quasi-public economic development agencies, such as 
MassDevelopment, Mass Office of Business Development, MOITI, and the Mass Life Sciences Center, as well as private sector 
organizations focused on economic development in Massachusetts, such as MassEcon, MassBio, and MassMedic. 
 
ABOUT Citizens Financial Group, Inc. 
Citizens Financial Group, Inc. is one of the nation’s oldest and largest financial institutions, with $162.7 billion in assets as of June 30, 
2019. Headquartered in Providence, Rhode Island, Citizens offers a broad range of retail and commercial banking products and services 
to individuals, small businesses, middle-market companies, large corporations and institutions. Citizens helps its customers reach their 
potential by listening to them and by understanding their needs in order to offer tailored advice, ideas and solutions. In Consumer 
Banking, In Commercial Banking, Citizens offers corporate, institutional and not-for-profit clients a full range of wholesale banking 
products and services, including lending and deposits, capital markets, treasury services, foreign exchange and interest rate products, 
and asset finance.  
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