Judge Guidelines for 20th Annual Team Massachusetts Economic Impact Awards

Background

For two decades, MassEcon has been honoring employers that have grown in Massachusetts with facility expansions and increased employment, through its Team Massachusetts Economic Impact Awards. Our awards have always sought to be a reflection of the spirit of the Massachusetts business community and the impact of individual companies on their communities.

Guidelines
 
Site Visits 
You will be meeting with finalist companies in your region for a 1 hour Q&A session to give each company an opportunity to clarify, elaborate, or augment information from the company profiles that you will be receiving prior to the site visit. At least 3 judges must be present for each site visit. Each judge should not miss more than 1 site visit. As a team, you are responsible for selecting a Gold, Silver, and Bronze winner from your region. MassEcon’s Lori Conroy will be scheduling the site visits at times that are mutually convenient for judging teams and finalist companies in November and December.
Judging Criteria 
The main criteria for selecting winners are based on these criterion since January 1, 2023: 
· The company located a new operation in Massachusetts or expanded operation here resulting in added jobs and facility investment measured by financial outlay and added square footage.
· Social impact with community involvement/philanthropic efforts in Massachusetts.
· Internal/external equity, diversity & inclusion practices (i.e., EDI education within company, blind resume reading, etc.) and commitments to DEI in hiring.
· Demographic diversity of the new jobs created (% based on gender and race) and % of in-state versus out-of-state hires.
· Workforce demographics of contractors and subcontractors involved in expansion project (% based on gender and race) and % of in-state versus out-of-state hires.
During the site visit, please inquire as to any additional Massachusetts locations the company may have AND vendor/partner organizations that supported the finalist company’s expansion. Please note the responses on the company profiles. We will be inviting these vendor/partner organizations to the Awards event to support their clients. Judge Captains: Please submit updated company profiles to Annie Ladinsky (aladinsky@massecon.com) within 5 business days of your site visit. 
Optional Zoom Meetings: If you would like to convene with judges on your team after the site visits and prior to the Finalists Reception and/or after the Finalists Reception to make your Gold, Silver, Bronze decision, please contact Lori Conroy (lori.conroy@massecon.com).
Finalists Pitch Session/Reception
A Finalists Pitch Session/Reception will be held on February 8, 2024 from 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. at the Glass Tower (446 Main Street) in Worcester. It is important that you attend this event to help in determining which company you choose for Gold, Silver, and Bronze awards. 
The role of the judges, having made site visits, conducted interviews, and witnessed the one-minute pitches, is now to determine what level award, on a regional basis, each finalist is to receive. As we honor large, medium, and small employers with these awards, the size of their investments and job growth will be likely not be comparable.  The challenge for judges will be in determining award levels considering the relative impact made by each employer in jobs and investment, consideration of obstacles overcome, community engagement, and commitments to diversity, equity and inclusion – as well as their expressed commitment to the Commonwealth.
Decision Timetable 
Judging teams need to make their decisions and transmit that information to Annie Ladinsky (aladinsky@massecon.com) by February 15, 2024. Please note that the decisions are confidential until MassEcon announces them to the winners. 
April 11, 2024 Awards Event
Each award winner will attend the Awards Ceremony on April 11, 2024 from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m at Gillette Stadium in Foxborough.
Potential Membership Match
If you believe any of the finalist companies that you visit would be a good fit for MassEcon membership, please contact Pete Abair (pabair@massecon.com) and we will coordinate a follow-up meeting.
Judge sponsorship of the event is not required but it is encouraged.
Judge Teams
	REGION/JUDGE
	COMPANY
	EMAIL

	WESTERN MASS
	
	

	Rick Sullivan - Captain
	Western MA EDC
	r.sullivan@westernmassedc.com

	Mike Vedovelli
	Eversource Energy
	michael.vedovelli@eversource.com

	Shawn Kinney
	Berkshire Sterile Manufacturing
	skinney@berkshiresterile.com

	Carl Rust
	UMass
	carust@umass.edu

	
	
	

	CENTRAL MASS
	
	

	Geoff Howell - Captain
	DLA Piper LLP
	geoff.howell@dlapiper.com

	Dave Ortendahl
	WPI
	dortendahl@wpi.edu

	Tiffany Gallo
	Timberline Construction
	tgallo@timberlineconstruction.com

	Kelly Arvidson
	MassDevelopment
	karvidson@massdevelopment.com

	Bruce Platzman
	AIS
	bplatz@ais-inc.com

	
	
	

	GREATER BOSTON
	
	

	Denise McGeough - Captain
	Citizens
	denise.d.mcgeough@citizensbank.com

	Dorrian Fragola
	Janitronics
	dorrian@janitronics.com

	Paul Bauer
	Bowditch
	pbauer@bowditch.com

	Jim Boudrot
	Hunneman
	jboudrot@hunnemanre.com

	
	
	

	NORTHEAST
	
	

	Lauren Liss - Captain
	Greenberg Traurig
	lissl@gtlaw.com

	Ben Bradford
	MassBio
	ben.bradford@massbio.org

	Kevin Quinn
	Dacon Corp
	kquinn@dacon1.com

	Sean O'Brien
	Geocomp
	sobrien@geocomp.com

	
	
	

	SOUTHEAST
	
	

	Jennifer McGrory - Captain
	Perkins & Will
	jennifer.mcgrory@perkinswill.com

	Chuck Dwyer
	Middlesex Bank
	charles.dwyer@middlesexbank.com

	Wayne Bates
	Tighe & Bond
	webates@tighebond.com

	Michael Goodman
	UMass Dartmouth
	mgoodman@umassd.edu

	Peter Forman
	South Shore Chamber of Commerce
	pforman@southshorechamber.org



