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August 1, 2026 

Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director, MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the Berkshire Innovation Center (BIC), I am pleased to offer our strong support for 
MassEcon's proposal to the Massachusetts Executive Office of Economic Development (EOED) to 
provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership services. 

The Berkshire Innovation Center is a nonprofit organization dedicated to accelerating innovation-driven 
economic growth across the Commonwealth, with a particular focus on advanced manufacturing, 
emerging technologies, workforce development, and entrepreneurship. Through our work with startups, 
established manufacturers, higher education institutions, state agencies, and regional economic 
development organizations, we have seen firsthand the value of strong statewide collaboration and 
coordinated business engagement. 

MassEcon has long been a trusted and highly effective leader in Massachusetts economic 
development, with a proven track record of helping businesses grow and succeed across every region 
of the Commonwealth. We believe MassEcon is uniquely positioned to convene the broad network of 
regional, municipal, industry, technology transfer, and incubator and accelerator partners necessary to 
build a truly integrated statewide approach to business recruitment, retention, and expansion. Their 
collaborative model recognizes that successful economic development depends on leveraging the 
strengths and expertise of organizations working on the ground in every region. 

BIC is enthusiastic about the opportunity to participate in this statewide partnership. We believe the 
proposed network will strengthen information sharing, improve coordination among partners, and 
ultimately enhance Massachusetts' ability to retain existing businesses while attracting new investment 
and innovation. We look forward to contributing our expertise and regional relationships to support 
these shared goals. 

We appreciate EOED's commitment to strengthening the Commonwealth's economic development 
ecosystem and strongly endorse MassEcon's proposal. We look forward to supporting MassEcon and 
the statewide partnership it will lead. 

Sincerely, 

 
Ben Sosne 
Executive Director 
Berkshire Innovation Center 
ben@the-bic.org | 917-628-0483 
 

mailto:ben@the-bic.org


 

 
 

 

        August 5, 2026 

 

Peter Abair 

CEO and Executive Director 

MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 

 

Dear Pete, 

 

On behalf of Business Development Strategies, Inc. (BDS), a Massachusetts-based government tax 

incentives consulting firm, I am pleased to provide this letter of strong support for MassEcon's proposal to 

the Massachusetts Executive Office of Economic Development (EOED) to provide statewide business 

recruitment and retention partnership services. 

 

For more than 20 years, BDS has represented clients pursuing business expansion projects throughout 

Massachusetts. In doing so, we have worked closely with municipalities, regional organizations, and state 

agencies to support investment, job creation, and long-term economic growth. As a proud MassEcon 

member, we have seen firsthand the organization's leadership, collaborative approach, and significant 

contributions to advancing the Commonwealth's economic development priorities. 

 

MassEcon is a trusted statewide organization and an invaluable partner to the Commonwealth. Active in 

every region of Massachusetts, MassEcon has assisted with more than 3,400 site location projects and 

helped facilitate the relocation or expansion of 279 businesses, representing more than 42,000 projected 

new jobs and approximately 31.8 million square feet of facility space. 

 

Despite operating with limited resources, MassEcon has been the Commonwealth's leading organization 

dedicated to marketing Massachusetts as a premier business destination for the past 20 years. Through trade 

shows, multilingual marketing initiatives, and direct outreach to site selectors, MassEcon has consistently 

promoted the Commonwealth while complementing the business recruitment and retention efforts of 

EOED. 

 

BDS strongly supports MassEcon's proposal and is confident the organization is uniquely positioned to 

expand statewide collaboration and further strengthen Massachusetts' business attraction and retention 

efforts. We appreciate your leadership and look forward to supporting this important initiative. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Lynn Tokarczyk 

President 

 



 

 

 

 

August 5, 2026 

 

Peter Abair 

CEO and Executive Director 

MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 

 

Dear Pete: 

 

On behalf of Charter Development, I am writing to offer my full support for MassEcon’s proposal to provide 

statewide business recruitment and retention partnership services to the Executive Office of Economic 

Development (EOED). 

 

Based on my almost 20 years of interactions with the organization, I can confidently state that MassEcon 

is uniquely qualified to support the Commonwealth in its business retention and recruitment efforts. 

MassEcon’s existing network of public and private partners (the original “Team Massachusetts”) is second 

to none in the state and its behind-the-scenes work has resulted in a long list of economic development wins 

for Massachusetts. With the additional support of the Commonwealth through this contract, I would 

anticipate that MassEcon’s capacity will increase dramatically, delivering the best state business 

development system in the nation. 

 

We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches through EOED. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Charter Development Company, LLC 

 

 

 

Edmund R. Starzec 

Director of Development 



 
CITY OF PITTSFIELD  

July 31, 2026  

Peter Abair  
CEO and Executive Director  
MassEcon  
260 Arsenal Street,  
Watertown, MA 02472  

Dear Peter,  

On behalf of the City of Pittsfield, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive 
Office of Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and 
retention partnership services.  

MassEcon has long been an advocate for and partner with the City of Pittsfield, as well as the 
Berkshires region. MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, 
with a proven track record of statewide impact. We know that MassEcon is uniquely well-suited 
to establish the network of partners from around the state to drive this business retention and 
recruitment effort, in collaboration with the EoED. We look forward to supporting MassEcon 
and the partnership it develops and launches through the EoED.  

Sincerely,  

 
Michael Coakley  
Business Development Manager  
City of Pittsfield 



 
 
 
 
  
August 4, 2026 
 
Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA 02472 

Dear Peter,  

 The City of Taunton is pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of 
Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention 
partnership services.  It’s high-time MassEcon got paid for what it did each and every day-attract 
businesses to locate and thrive in the Commonwealth, as they are the ultimate first responders for 
everything business in our state.     

MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track 
record of statewide impact and this should be a no-brainer for EoED in all regards. We know that 
MassEcon is well-suited to establish the network of partners from around the state to drive this 
business retention and recruitment effort. We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the 
partnership it develops and launches through the EoED and are here to help in any way possible 
to make this connection a bona fide reality and a success.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jay Pateakos 
Executive Director, Taunton Office of Economic & Community Development 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

  UPDATED 02/26/2024 
 



 

August 5, 2026 

 

Peter Abair 

CEO and Executive Director 

MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 

Dear Pete: 

On behalf of Cushman & Wakefield, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of 
Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership services.   

MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track record of 
statewide impact. We have had the pleasure of being a member/partner of MassEcon for the past three years 
and believe strongly in their mission. We know that MassEcon is uniquely well-suited to establish the network 
of partners from around the state to drive this business retention and recruitment effort, in collaboration with 
the EoED. We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches through the 
EoED.  

MassEcon is active in every region of the state and succeeds by being a great partner.  Over its history, 
MassEcon has assisted on 3,400+ site location projects, helped with the relocation to or expansion of 279 
businesses in Massachusetts that projected over 42,082 new jobs in 31.8 million square feet of facility space.  
  

MassEcon, with a limited budget, has been the only organization consistently marketing Massachusetts as a 
business destination for the last 20 years, at trade shows, by video (in multiple languages), and direct outreach 
to site selectors. Now is the time to SUPERCHARGE MassEcon.  

 

Sincerely,  

Ted Lyon 

Executive Managing Director 

Cushman & Wakefield 

617-584-7363 



 
 

EBP US, Inc. 

155 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 600, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02110 

PHONE: 617-338-6775     •     FAX: 617-338-1174     •     WEBSITE: EBP.GLOBAL/US-EN 

5 August 2026 

Massachusetts Executive Office of Economic Development 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Re: Support for MassEcon – Business Development Public-Private Partnership 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of EBP US, I am pleased to express our support for MassEcon’s proposal to serve as 

the Commonwealth’s Business Development Public-Private Partnership. 

EBP works with companies, economic development organizations, utilities, and governments 

across North America and internationally on corporate location strategy, business attraction, 

and economic development. From that work, and from my own experience advising companies 

on location and investment decisions, we know that effective business development depends on 

considerably more than marketing a place or generating leads. 

Companies evaluating locations require timely access to credible information about sites, 

infrastructure, workforce, utilities, incentives, permitting, communities, and other factors 

affecting an investment decision. They also require the ability to connect quickly with the state, 

regional, local, and private-sector partners who possess that information and can help move a 

project forward. No single organization can or should attempt to replicate all of those 

capabilities. 

Massachusetts already possesses substantial economic development capacity distributed 

across state agencies, regional and local economic development organizations, municipalities, 

utilities, chambers and business organizations, educational institutions, and private-sector 

partners. We believe the opportunity presented by this initiative is not to duplicate those 

resources, but to connect and deploy them more effectively as part of a coordinated statewide 

business development system. 

From our experience working with MassEcon and economic development partners across the 

Commonwealth, we believe MassEcon is particularly well positioned to perform that integrating 

role. Its longstanding focus on business attraction and investment, familiarity with the corporate 

location process, statewide perspective, and relationships across the public and private sectors 

provide a strong foundation for the expanded partnership envisioned by the Commonwealth. 

Importantly, this approach can strengthen both attraction and retention. The relationships and 

intelligence developed through ongoing engagement with Massachusetts businesses, 

communities, and regional partners can help identify emerging opportunities and challenges 

while also improving the information and responsiveness available to companies considering 

new investment in the Commonwealth. 



 
 

EBP US, Inc. 

155 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 600, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02110 

PHONE: 617-338-6775     •     FAX: 617-338-1174     •     WEBSITE: EBP.GLOBAL/US-EN 

EBP supports MassEcon’s proposal and the broader objective of building a more connected, 

responsive, and effective statewide business development system. We would welcome the 

opportunity to continue working with MassEcon and its partners to strengthen Massachusetts’ 

ability to attract, retain, and support business investment. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Christopher Steele 

President & CEO 

EBP US, Inc. 

 



 
133 PEARL STREET 

BOSTON, MA 02110 

(617) 292 -0101 

 

 

FOR ELECTRONIC DELIVERY 

 

August 3, 2026 

 

Peter Abair 

CEO and Executive Director 

MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 

  

Dear Peter, 

  

I am writing on behalf of GFI Partners to express our strong endorsement of MassEcon's proposal to the 

Executive Office of Economic Development (EOED) to serve as the statewide partner for business 

attraction and retention services. 

MassEcon operates in every corner of the Commonwealth, and its success stems from being an 

outstanding collaborator — a role it has filled reliably in partnership with the state for many years. Its 

record speaks for itself: MassEcon has supported more than 3,400 site location projects and helped 279 

companies relocate to or expand within Massachusetts, generating projections of over 42,000 new jobs 

and more than 31.8 million square feet of facility space. 

GFI Partners is confident that MassEcon has the relationships, experience, and statewide presence needed 

to build the network of partners this initiative requires, working closely with EOED to advance business 

retention and recruitment across Massachusetts. We are pleased to lend our support to MassEcon and the 

partnership it develops and launches through the EoED. 

Sincerely, 

 

Hayley L. Palazola 

Vice President 

GFI Partners, LLC 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
August 4, 2026 
 
 
Mr. Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA  02472 
 
Dear Pete, 
 
On behalf of Hunneman, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of 
Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention 
partnership services. 
 
MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track 
record of statewide impact.  We know that MassEon is uniquely well-suited to establish the 
network of partners from around the state to drive this business retention and recruitment 
effort, in collaboration with the EoED.  We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the 
partnership it develops and launches through the EoED. 
 
Over its history, MassEcon has assisted on 3,400+ site location projects, helped with the 
relocation to or expansion of 279 businesses in Massachusetts that projected over 42,082 new 
jobs in 31.8 million square feet of facility space. 
 
MassEcon is active in every region of the Commonwealth, and it has succeeded by being a 
committed, effective partner to the state and to organizations like ours. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Boudrot, CCIM, SIOR 
Executive Vice President/Principal 
Hunneman Real Estate 
303 Congress Street 
Boston, MA  02210 
 
 
 

303 Congress Street  |  Boston, MA 02210  |  617.457.3400  |  hunnemanre.com 
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August 4, 2026 

 

 

Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA 02472 
  
Dear Pete. 
  
On behalf of Lee & Associates Boston, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of 

Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership 

services.   
  
We have worked with MassEcon over several years in connection with recruiting and retaining businesses in 

Massachusetts. Based upon our experience, MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development 

organization, with a proven track record of statewide impact. We know that MassEcon is uniquely well-suited 

to establish the network of partners from around the state to drive this business retention and recruitment 

effort, in collaboration with the EoED. We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it 

develops and launches through the EoED. 
  
Sincerely, 

 

 
Managing Principal 

 



 

 

Peter Abair 

CEO and Executive Director 

MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 

  

Dear Pete, 

 

On behalf of the Town of Lexington Economic Development Office, I am pleased to support 
MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of Economic Development (EoED) to provide 
statewide business recruitment and retention partnership services.   

 MassEcon is active in every region of the state. It succeeds by being a great partner, and Lexington 

is fortunate to have a strong relationship with the organization. It has been a committed partner 

with the Commonwealth 

Over its history, MassEcon has assisted on 3,400+ site location projects, helped with the relocation 

to and/or expansion of 279 businesses in Massachusetts that projected over 42,082 new jobs in 

31.8 million square feet of facility space. 

MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track 
record of statewide impact. We are confident that MassEcon is uniquely well-suited to establish the 
network of partners from around the state to drive this business retention and recruitment effort, in 
collaboration with the EoED. We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it 

develops and launches through the EoED. 

  

Sincerely, 

Jay Abdella  

Interim Economic Development Director 





 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA 02472 
  
Dear Pete. 
  
On behalf of MassMedic, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of 
Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership 
services.   
  
MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track record of 
statewide impact. We know that MassEcon is uniquely well-suited to establish the network of partners 
from around the state to drive this business retention and recruitment effort, in collaboration with the 
EoED. We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches through 
the EoED. 
 
  
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Johnson 

President, MassMEDIC  

 

 

 
 

Massachusetts Medical Device Industry Council, Inc. P.O. Box 177, Brookline, MA 02446  







 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

Joseph Collins 

 

566 Washington Street, P.O. Box 40, Norwood, MA 02062-0040 

Phone No. (781) 762-1240 ∙ Fax No. (781) 934-4820 

Peter Abair 

CEO and Executive Director 

MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 

 

RE: Letter of Support for MassEcon 

 

 

 

Dear Peter Abair,  

 

On behalf of the Town of Norwood’s Economic Development Department, I am writing to support 
MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide 
business recruitment and retention partnership services. MassEcon has proven to be a reliable and 

effective partner for the Town of Norwood. Having a dedicated statewide partner that coordinates 

recruitment efforts and connects local communities with regional site opportunities is necessary for 

maintaining strong economic momentum. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Joseph Collins 

Economic Development Director 

Town of Norwood, MA 



 
 
Dear Pete, 
 
On behalf of Phase 3 Real Estate Partners, I'm pleased to support MassEcon's proposal to the 
Executive Office of Economic Development to provide statewide business recruitment and 
retention partnership services. 
 
MassEcon has a proven track record as a trusted, effective partner in Massachusetts economic 
development, and is uniquely positioned to build and lead the network of partners needed to 
drive this effort in coordination with the Commonwealth. Over its history, MassEcon has 
supported more than 3,400 site location projects and helped 279 businesses relocate to or 
expand in Massachusetts, representing over 42,000 projected new jobs and nearly 32 million 
square feet of facility space. For 20 years, MassEcon has been one of the state's few consistent 
voices marketing Massachusetts to site selectors and businesses nationally and internationally - 
often with limited resources. This partnership with the EoED is a natural and overdue next step. 
 
As an owner and operator of life science and R&D properties across Greater Boston, Phase 3 
Real Estate Partners sees firsthand the value MassEcon brings to attracting and retaining 
business in this state. We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it builds 
through this initiative. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Morgan Weinstein 
Phase 3 Real Estate Partners 
Executive Vice President, North East 
Weinstein@p3re.com 
617-217-8226 
 



 

 41 Central Street  P.O. Box 404   Auburn, MA 01501      |      T 508 832 3295   F 508 832 7084      |      rhwhite.com 

 

 

 

 

August 5, 2026 

 

Peter Abair 

CEO and Executive Director 

MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 

  

Dear Pete. 

  

On behalf of R.H. White Construction Co., Inc. (R.H. White), I am pleased to support MassEcon’s 

proposal to the Executive Office of Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business 

recruitment and retention partnership services.   

 

R.H. White has been a proud member of MassEcon since 2022, and in that time we have come to 

recognize the organization as a trusted and highly effective leader in economic development, with a 

proven track record of creating statewide impact. 

 

MassEcon's premier annual event, the Impact Awards, celebrates companies of all sizes that have chosen 

Massachusetts as the place to expand or relocate their businesses. The event exemplifies MassEcon's 

commitment to promoting the Commonwealth as a premier destination for business investment and 

growth while reinforcing its belief in the power of Team Massachusetts. 

 

As MassEcon expands its capacity to support statewide business retention and recruitment efforts, this 

initiative is a natural complement to the outstanding work the organization already does. We believe 

MassEcon is uniquely positioned to build and coordinate a strong network of partners from across the 

Commonwealth to advance these efforts in collaboration with the EoED.  R.H. White is proud to support 

MassEcon and the partnership it continues to develop with EoED.  

  

  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Shawn Semo 

Director, Client Services 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

The New England Council 
98 North Washington Street, Suite 303  Boston, Massachusetts 02114  (617) 723-4009 

1411 K Street, NW, Suite 700  Washington, DC 20005  (202) 547-0048 
www.newenglandcouncil.com 

 
 

 
 

August 5, 2026 
 
Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA 02472 
  
Dear Pete, 
  
On behalf of The New England Council, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the 
Executive Office of Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment 
and retention partnership services.   
  
MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track 
record of statewide impact. Over its history, MassEcon has assisted on 3,400+ site location 
projects, helped with the relocation to or expansion of 279 businesses in Massachusetts that 
projected over 42,082 new jobs in 31.8 million square feet of facility space. We therefore know 
that MassEcon is well-suited to establish the network of partners from around the state to drive 
this business retention and recruitment effort, in collaboration with the EoED. We look forward 
to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches through the EoED. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 

 
 
Larry Zabar 
Executive Vice President 
 
 

 
 
 



 

One University Avenue 
Suite 100 
Westwood, MA 02090 

T 781.708.9820 

Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA 02472 

Dear Pete, 

On behalf of Tighe & Bond, I am pleased to support MassEcon's proposal to the Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Economic Development (EOED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership 
services. 
 
As a multidisciplinary engineering and environmental consulting firm serving communities, utilities, institutions, 
and private-sector clients throughout Massachusetts, we recognize that a strong economy depends on 
collaboration among public agencies, private industry, and regional partners. MassEcon has consistently 
demonstrated its ability to bring these stakeholders together in support of sustainable economic growth 
across the Commonwealth. 
 
MassEcon's statewide reach, collaborative approach, and long history of successfully supporting business 
recruitment and expansion make it uniquely qualified to lead this important initiative. Through its work with 
communities across every region of Massachusetts, MassEcon has built trusted relationships that strengthen 
the Commonwealth's ability to attract new investment while supporting the retention and growth of existing 
businesses. 
 
We have seen firsthand the value of organizations that can effectively connect economic development 
priorities with infrastructure, site readiness, workforce considerations, and long-term community resilience. 
MassEcon's experience coordinating these efforts, combined with its proven record of marketing 
Massachusetts as a premier location for business investment, positions it to successfully lead this partnership 
with EOED. 
 
We are pleased to support MassEcon's proposal and look forward to the continued collaboration and positive 
impact this initiative will have on businesses, communities, and the Commonwealth's economic future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Wayne E. Bates, PhD, PE, ENV SP 
Vice President 
Director of Climate Resiliency & Sustainability 
 
 
 
 
 



TOWN OF BEDFORD 
BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01730 

 

Housing & Economic Development Office Bedford, MA 01730 

781-275-1111 

bedfordma.gov 
 

August 4, 2026 

Peter Abair 

CEO and Executive Director 

MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street 

Watertown, MA 02472 

 

Subject: Support for MassEcon to provide statewide business recruitment and retention services 

 

Dear Pete. 

On behalf of the Town of Bedford, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office 

of Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership 

services.   

MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track record of 

statewide impact including 3,400+ site location projects, involvement with the relocation to or expansion 

of 279 businesses in Massachusetts with a projection of over 42,000 new jobs. The relationships that 

MassEcon has developed across the state makes it uniquely well-suited to leverage that network and drive 

business retention and recruitment efforts, in collaboration with the EoED.  

We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches through the EoED 

and finding new opportunities to bring strong employers to Bedford and our surrounding region. 

  

Sincerely Yours, 

 

 

 

Eric Salerno 

Housing & Economic Development Director 

Town of Bedford 

esalerno@bedfordma.gov // 781-918-4006 



TOWN OF HINGHAM 
 

 

Thomas Mayo,            Hingham Town Hall 
Town Administrator          210 Central Street 
                                                Hingham, MA 02043 
                                                            (781) 741-1451 

 

Peter Abair                    August 5, 2026 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA 02472 
  
 
Dear Pete: 
  
I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of Economic Development (EoED) 
to provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership services.   
  
MassEcon has been a valuable economic development partner for the town.  As you know, Hingham 
joined MassEcon in 2023 as part of a broader effort to increase new revenue and diversify our tax base.  
Before and since, the MassEcon has met with town committees, shared input to our Economic 
Development Strategic Plan, advised the town on marketing strategies, and raised the visibility of the 
town and development sites with potential developers.   
 
In prior local and state government roles, I had the opportunity to collaborate with the MassEcon team 
on multiple site selection opportunities across the state.  Over its history, MassEcon has assisted on 
3,400+ site location projects, helped with the relocation to or expansion of 279 businesses in 
Massachusetts that projected over 42,082 new jobs in 31.8 million square feet of facility space.  Yet 
these numbers understate how local knowledge, supported by a network built over decades, uniquely 
positions MassEcon for future success. 
 
MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track record of 
statewide impact. We know that MassEcon is uniquely well‐suited to establish the network of partners 
from around the state to drive this business retention and recruitment effort, in collaboration with the 
EoED. We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches through 
the EoED. 
  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Arthur P. Robert 
Assistant Town Administrator / Operations  
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August 4, 2026 

 

 

Peter Abair  

CEO and Executive Director  

MassEcon  

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2  

Watertown, MA 02472  

 

Dear Mr. Abair:  

 

On behalf of the University of Massachusetts Amherst, I am pleased to offer our strong support for 

MassEcon's proposal to the Executive Office of Economic Development (EOED) to provide statewide 

business recruitment and retention partnership services.  

 

As the Commonwealth's flagship public research university, UMass Amherst views business attraction, 

retention, and expansion as essential components of Massachusetts' innovation economy. Our ability to 

translate research into economic and societal impact depends not only on scientific discovery, but also on 

strong statewide partnerships that connect companies with talent, technology, research capabilities, and 

opportunities for growth. MassEcon has consistently demonstrated its ability to build those connections 

across every region of the Commonwealth.  

 

Over the past several years, UMass Amherst and MassEcon have worked together with increasing 

frequency on initiatives that strengthen the Commonwealth's innovation economy. We believe there are 

significant opportunities to expand that collaboration by better aligning the university's research strengths, 

workforce development programs, and innovation ecosystem with the Commonwealth's business 

recruitment and expansion efforts.  

 

This collaboration is particularly important as Massachusetts advances several major strategic initiatives in 

which UMass Amherst serves as a key research, innovation, and workforce partner. These include the 

emerging quantum technology ecosystem, regional food system innovation and advanced food 

manufacturing, next-generation optics and photonics, and the accelerating convergence of artificial 

intelligence and robotics across industries. Success in each of these areas will depend upon strong 

collaboration among universities, industry, state agencies, and regional organizations to attract new 

companies, support the growth of existing employers, strengthen regional innovation clusters, and 

accelerate research translation and commercialization. We see MassEcon as an essential partner in 

connecting these statewide assets with business recruitment and retention efforts.  

 

MassEcon has earned the trust of organizations across Massachusetts by serving as an effective convener 

and collaborative partner. Its statewide reach, longstanding relationships, and proven ability to market 



   

 

   

 

Massachusetts to businesses and site selectors make it uniquely qualified to lead this important work in 

partnership with EOED.  

 

We strongly support MassEcon's proposal and look forward to expanding our collaboration to strengthen 

Massachusetts' competitiveness, accelerate innovation, and create new opportunities for businesses, 

communities, and residents across the Commonwealth.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Javier A. Reyes  

Chancellor  
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August 4, 2026 

 

Peter Abair 

CEO and Executive Director 

MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 

  

Dear Pete. 

  

On behalf of the Westborough Economic Development Committee, I am pleased to offer our 

strong support for MassEcon's proposal to the Executive Office of Economic Development 

(EOED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership services. 

 

MassEcon has a long history with the town of Westborough, having once maintained offices 

here. We have seen firsthand the organization's commitment to strengthening Massachusetts' 

economy. Despite operating with limited resources, MassEcon has been the Commonwealth's 

most consistent statewide business marketing organization for more than two decades promoting 

Massachusetts at national and international trade shows, producing multilingual marketing 

materials and videos, and conducting direct outreach to corporate decision-makers and site 

selectors. Their work has helped position Massachusetts as a premier destination for business 

investment. Now is the time to build on that success and supercharge MassEcon's efforts.  

 

MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track 

record of statewide impact. We know that MassEcon is uniquely well-suited to establish the 

network of partners from around the state to drive this business retention and recruitment effort, 

in collaboration with the EoED. The Westborough Economic Development Committee is proud 

to support MassEcon's proposal and looks forward to collaborating with MassEcon and its 

statewide partners as this initiative moves forward.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Lara Crawford 

 

  

 



 

August 5, 2026 

Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA 02472  

Dear Pete. 

On behalf of Watertown Economic Development, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the 
Executive Office of Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and 
retention partnership services.   

MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track record of 
statewide impact. We know that MassEcon is uniquely well-suited to establish the network of partners 
from around the state to drive this business retention and recruitment effort, in collaboration with the 
EoED. We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches through 
the EoED. 

MassEcon has been a valuable partner for the City of Watertown and supports the growing innovation 
economy here. They consistently keep their finger on the pulse of trends in site selection, emerging 
industries, and employer needs. As an economic development professional, I rely on their knowledge 
and expertise, and I have turned to them for their insights. I’m pleased to support their application. 

Sincerely, 
 

Erin Rathe 
Senior Planner, Economic Development   

 
City Hall 149 Main Street, Watertown, MA 02472        617-972-6486 
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Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 

260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 

Watertown, MA 02472 

  

Dear Peter, 
  

On behalf of MassBio and our nearly 1,800 members, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to 
the Executive Office of Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and 
retention partnership services.   
  

MassEcon is, and has long been, a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a 
proven track record of statewide impact. MassEcon,s collaborative nature makes it uniquely well-suited 
to establish an effective network of partners from around the state and across our impact industries to 
drive this business retention and recruitment effort, in collaboration with the EoED. With an increased 
budget, MassEcon should be able to scale its current successful efforts and mission dramatically. 
 

We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches through the 
EoED. 
  

Sincerely, 
 

Respectfully, 
 

 

 

Kendalle Burlin O’Connell 
President & CEO 

Massachusetts Biotechnology Council 
 

 



     33 Arch Street 

28th Floor 

Boston, Massachusetts  02110 

Phone: 617.912.7000 

Fax: 617.912.7001 

 

 

 

 
August 6, 2026 
 
 
Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA 02472 
 
 
 
Re: Support of MassEcon’s Statewide Business Recruitment & Retention Partnership with EOED  
 
 
Dear Peter, 
 
On behalf of CBRE, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of Economic Development 
(EOED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership services.   
  
MassEcon, with a limited budget, has been the only organization consistently marketing Massachusetts as a business 
destination for the last 20 years, at trade shows, by video (in multiple languages), and direct outreach to site selectors. The 
network of site selectors and location specialists with which MassEcon has built relationships and trust over the years, 
combined with the heft and financial partnership of the Commonwealth will undoubtedly supercharge Massachusetts’ 
visibility on the global stage.  
 
We look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches this initiative in collaboration 
with the EOED. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Brian M. Cohen 
Senior Vice President, CBRE 
 



CSX Transportation 
500 Water Street, 12th Floor 

Jacksonville, FL  32202 

  
 

August 5, 2026 
 

Peter Abair 
CEO and Executive Director 
MassEcon 
260 Arsenal Street, Unit 2 
Watertown, MA 02472 
 

Dear Mr. Abair, 

On behalf of CSX Transportation, I am pleased to support MassEcon’s proposal to the Executive Office of 

Economic Development (EoED) to provide statewide business recruitment and retention partnership services. 

MassEcon is a trusted and effective economic development organization, with a proven track record of 

statewide impact. We know that MassEcon is uniquely well-suited to establish the network of partners from 

around the state to drive this business retention and recruitment effort, in collaboration with the EoED. We 

look forward to supporting MassEcon and the partnership it develops and launches through the EoED. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
       
Christopher Guzzi 
CSX Manager Business Development 
 
 
 


